
The Ministry of External Affairs and the UN in India
have launched a joint initiative to share Indian
development innovations with countries of the
Global South. The $3 million UN-India Global
Capacity-Building initiative links Indian institutions
with partner countries to accelerate the
Sustainable Development Goals through skills
training, knowledge exchanges, and pilot projects
via the UN India SDG Country Fund. The first batch
of partnerships target digital health in Zambia &
Lao PDR, fortified rice in Nepal, census support in
the Caribbean, and vocational training in South
Sudan. These projects will be implemented by
UNESCO, WFP, UNDP, UNFPA and partner agencies
through the Indian Technical and Economic
Cooperation Programme and was kickstarted with
an initial contribution from the Gates Foundation.

India and UN launch push to
boost Global South
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A village in West Bengal’s Darjeeling has
become the district’s first officially recognized
“Clean Village,” turning cluttered streets into
spotless lanes. Residents in Takdah patrol
streets, run awareness campaigns, and
organize regular cleanliness drives, while
dustbins and CCTV cameras help maintain zero
waste targets. The transformation is led by local
community leader Nancy Lepcha, with support
from the state government and UNOPS to
improve waste management and sanitation in
the district. UNOPS is providing practical training
in solid waste management to both local
community members and Government officials,
to promote behaviour change to achieve and
sustain Open Defecation Free Plus status.

Residents lead drive to keep
streets spotless in Takdah 
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A ‘young gamechanger’ encourages residents in Odisha’s Jatni city to vote in a participatory budgeting campaign to  
re-design the city’s public spaces to improve accessibility as part of a global UN Habitat initiative. Photo: UN Habitat
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Cow manure powers
renewable energy revolution
 

Cow manure from village sheds and dairies is
being transformed into clean fuel for the future.
UNIDO India and UNIDO’s Investment and
Technology Promotion Office in Tokyo, in
collaboration with Suzuki, are establishing five
advanced biogas plants in Gujarat and facilitating
training in rural communities. These plants will
convert manure into compressed biomethane
gas (CBG), producing renewable fuel to power
more than 1,000 vehicles each day, while also
generating organic fertilizer to enrich farmland.
Supported by the National Dairy Development
Board, the social enterprise Mrida, the Institute of
Rural Management Anand, and local dairy
cooperatives, the initiative reduces reliance on
fossil fuels, boosts rural incomes, and empowers
women dairy farmers.

Indian rice goes global in the
fight against hunger 
In a world where more than 670 million people still
go to bed hungry each night, a powerful alliance is
forming in India. The Indian Government and the
UN World Food Programme have joined forces to
supply fortified rice, enriched with essential
vitamins and minerals, to vulnerable populations
in crisis areas around the world. Under the pact,
India will supply 200,000 tons of fortified rice over
five years from Food Corporation of India
warehouses to meet humanitarian food and
nutrition needs globally.
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In the drylands of Karnataka, where erratic rains
have long imperilled harvests, a women’s
collective is offering fresh hope. Beginning as a
modest savings group of 15, the NGO Bibifathima
Swa Sahaya Sangha now supports more than
5,000 farmers in 30 villages. By promoting diverse
cropping, solar-powered processing, and seed
banks preserving more than 250 native varieties,
the group is strengthening food security while
restoring biodiversity. Their achievement has won
them the UNDP Equator Prize 2025, a biennial
award that this year went to 10 community
groups around the world for advancing Nature for
Climate Action.

Karnataka women win
UNDP’s Equator Prize 
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH
Young participants are
drawing up action plans to
solve environmental
issues including boosting
climate resilience, waste
management, and
preserving biodiversity  at
the Mumbai consultation
of the Local Conferences of
Youth,  which will feed into
the Youth Statement for
COP30 climate talks in
Brazil in November.
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Young people took the spotlight in Delhi’s
Miranda House as UN agencies and the Ministry
of Youth Affairs marked International Youth Day
2025, under the theme ‘Youth Localising the
SDGs’. Students and volunteers showcased
practical projects tackling real-world problems,
from collecting electronic waste to running
community cleanliness campaigns. The event
highlighted the creativity, commitment, and
initiative of India’s youth. Panels and discussions
explored how volunteering, innovation, and digital
skills allow young people to turn local action into
solutions with wider impact. Experts from UN
agencies and the Indian Government spoke
about how youth-led initiatives advance the
Sustainable Development Goals and address
pressing challenges such as climate change,
inequality, and social exclusion.

Leaders of tomorrow take
centre stage on Youth Day
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Resident Coordinator
Shombi Sharp sat down with
Megha Sharma of NewsX to
share his thoughts on
India’s leadership role in
achieving the SDGs in a
rapidly changing world.
Click here to watch the full
interview.
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The UN News Hindi team covers critical
global issues with a regional perspective.
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2025: United Nations turns 80

9 Sep: Opening of the 80th session of the United
Nations General Assembly 
12 Sep: UN Day for South-South Cooperation 
15 Sep: International Day of Democracy 
21 Sep: International Day of Peace 
22 Sep: High-level Meeting to Commemorate 
the 80th Anniversary of the United Nations 
22 Sep: High-level Meeting on the 30th 
Anniversary of the Fourth World Conference 
on Women
23-27, 29 Sep: General debate of the United 
Nations General Assembly
 

Closing the gender gap in
India’s politics 
With women holding only 14% of seats in Parliament,
a new UN Women initiative in New Delhi is building
the capacities of female leaders to step into public
and political life with confidence. The programme
seeks to demystify the political process for women
and equips aspiring leaders with practical skills to
run a successful campaign, including goal setting,
public speaking, fundraising, voter engagement,
and creating a communications plan. The training
provides crucial knowledge on electoral laws and
the political landscape, ultimately building the skills,
and confidence needed to win and serve in elective
office. The second edition of SheLeads, inaugurated
by Union Minister Annpurna Devi, brought together
36 participants from 22 states for a two-day
programme with MPs, spokespersons, subject
matter experts, and media strategists. Riding the
momentum of the Women’s Reservation Act 2023,
SheLeads aims to ensure that when a third of
legislative seats are reserved for women, there is a
ready generation of leaders prepared to take them.
 

UN House hummed with energy as young
changemakers and educators came together in late
August to showcase India’s green innovation. Ten
students presented projects harnessing AI and
technology to advance clean energy, sustainable
agriculture, and circular economy initiatives. Industry
representatives explored what it will take to prepare
the workforce for a net-zero future. The day
concluded by recognizing India’s changemakers —
students turning bold ideas into concrete action on
the SDGs. The event, hosted by the UN Information
Centre in New Delhi and brought together by the
NGO 1M1B, celebrated a generation shaping a
greener India. 

India’s young innovators
shine at UN House

Photo: UN Women
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