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FOREWORD

On behalf of the UN agencies in India, | am pleased to present the 2019 Annual Progress Report of the
Sustainable Development Framework (2018-2022).

The Sustainable Development Framework brings together the work of the UN system in support of key national
priorities, towards achievement of the SDGs. It was developed by the UN in India, in close consultation with the
Government of India, guided by the overarching SDG principle to leave no one behind, echoing the
Government of India's message of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas.

India's large size and great diversity inform how and what the UN supports the country. Most of our work takes
the form of direct support to national, state and local governments' development priorities, policies,
programmes, etc. In this context, we are proud contributors to some of the world's largest, most innovative and
ambitious development programmes, such as Ayushmann Bharat aimed at achieving Universalisation of
Health Care; POSHAN Abhiyaan aimed towards addressing malnutrition; Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan aimed at
improving the quality of Education; Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao aimed at girls and women's empowerment. We
are also active supporters of the Government's commitments to climate change adaptation and mitigation,
energy efficiency, disaster resilience, biodiversity, cultural heritage, skilling and entrepreneurship, and more.

The Government of India and the UN are strategic partners in the 'localisation' of the SDGs. Along with many
advances in mainstreaming the SDGs into national and sub-national planning, we have worked closely with the
Government to develop the SDG India Index. The Index provides a holistic view on the social, economic and
environmental performance of the country and its States and Union Territories. It aims to help leaders and
change makers evaluate their performance on social, economic and environmental parameters.

| hope you will find this Annual Progress Report informative. Your feedback is welcome to further improve our
work in India forthe sustainable development of the people of this great country.
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The Gol-UN SDF represents the UN development system's collective effort to
support India in addressing key SDG and developement priorities and gaps,

including to leave no one behind.

Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikaas:

Across 7 outcomes, Results Groups are
focussing on priority states (Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan), North East region and the

most vulnerable population groups:

LGBTQ Community

Rural households
In extreme poverty

Manual scavengers

Schedules tribes

Displaced
Populations

Sex workers

Migrants, refugees
& asylum-seekers

Vulnerable children

Drug Users

Small & marginal
farmers

Orphans & street
children

Vulnerable women

The UN Country Team'’s
programme of work reaches
all 28 states.

In 11 states, the UN
Agencies have high
iIntensity programming.

The UN's programme
reaches all 112
Aspirational Districts.

Households
in urban slums
& informal
settlements

Elderly

Urban households

in extreme poverty Schedules castes

People with

disabilities

Persons living
with HIV

Vulnerable
young people

(15-29 years)

Women & youth

Programmatic Focus: Health, Nutrition, Gender Equality and Poverty
remain the biggest portfolios in 2019, in line with national priorities
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EXECUTIVE

SUMMARY

The year 2019 marked the second year of implementation of the Government of India (GOI) - United
Nations Sustainable Development Framework (UNSDF), a five-year strategy of action for the UN's
support to India in its work to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In this year, the United
Nations system also rolled a major reform of the UN Development System, led by the United Nations
Secretary-General, aimed at making the UN Country Teams fit for purpose and better equipped for the
complex and interconnected challenges of the new decade.

2019 also saw India become an engine of the world's achievement of the SDGs with the GOI taking critical
steps towards unlocking the full potential of a $5 trillion economy and sustainable growth which ‘Leaves
No One Behind'. India's global leadership on the climate change agenda and ambitious social
programmes was also highlighted at this time.

In 2019, the United Nations system in India, through its UNSDF Results Groups and individual agencies,
provided support to the roll-out and scale-up of key national development schemes, in particular
Ayushman Bharat (twin components - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) and health and
wellness centres), Poshan Abhiyaan (convergent inter-ministerial national nutrition mission), Mission
Indradhanush (to accelerate universal immunisation), and the National Clean Air Programme.

The UN continued to support the government in the institutionalisation of the SDGs, contributing to the
SDG India Index, SDG aligned vision documents by the state governments and the setting up of SDG
Coordination Centres at the state level. The SDG India Dashboard developed for the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) as the data repository for the National Indicator Framework
was also launched in 2019.

As part of the Measles-Rubella elimination efforts, more than 116 million children were vaccinated in six
states, totalling to nearly 324 million children since 2017. The Integrated Health Information Platform
(IHIP) is now operational in 11 states, covering a population of over 410 million and provides a single
operating picture of India's health data and information. The UN Joint Action Team on HIV/AIDS, in
support of Gujarat State AIDS Control Society (GSACS), contributed to ensure that more than 95% of the
estimated people living with HIV (PLHIV) knew their test status and that among them 76% were under
treatment.




The UN supported the development of the Jal Jeevan Mission guidelines, capacity development initiatives
reaching all 250,000 Gram Panchayats (GPs) of India and rolled out the Jal Shakti Abhiyan Campaignin 257
water stressed districts.Over 18 million people received access to household toilets for the first time in the
UN supported districts.

Technical support was provided to NCERT on the use of National Achievement Survey (NAS) data for the
mega teacher professional development programme (NISHTHA) to train 4.2 million teachers and school
leaders (nearly 60% female). A career portal launched in five states to assist 10.26 million secondary
school students (58% girls) in making informed educational and occupational choices.

Across the country, 1.3 million girls were reached with targeted interventions focussing on life-skills along
with sexual and reproductive health information, and services. Life skills content, supportive pedagogy
was developed for 5 million teachers in 10 states to use with adolescents in-school and out-of-school. The
UN also launched several new partnerships to strengthen long term gains, including Yuwaah, which
brings together young people and key stakeholders on youth skilling.

A Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS), covering 112,316 children and adolescents across 30
states/UT, was undertaken by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, supported by UNICEF.,

In Odisha, in the aftermath of Cyclone Fani's landfall, UN support enabled a rapid Post Disaster Needs
Assessment, reached 1 million children, and ensured the operational condition of 2 million handpumps.

The UN in India is supporting the development and roll-out of the National Clean Air Action Plan. The UN
Country Team supported the Government of India's #BeatAirPollution campaign through effective social
media. The UN also supported India in its hosting of the 14" Conference of Parties of the United Nations
Convention on Combatting Desertification.

UNDP, together with SDC, KPMG, and Social Finance India, launched an SDG Finance Facility aimed to
incubate innovative financial instruments aligned to the SDGs. The UN India-NITI Aayog Investor
Consortium for Women Entrepreneurs opened its first call for applications in July 2019 with nearly 300
applications.

On the innovation front, the UNDP India country office launched its national Accelerator Labs initiative in
line with the global UNDP effort. The UN in India also established a partnership with the World Economic
Forum through an MOU with the WEF's Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution Network.

In 2020, many of these results and partnerships have been extended to further accelerate the

achievement of Agenda 2030 in India and several strands of work have been adapted and repurposed to
support the government's action against the COVID 19 pandemic.
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PRIORITY AREA:
POVERTY REDUCTION AND URBANISATION

Participating agencies:

UN-Habitat, UNIDO, UNFPA, ILO, Total expenditure
Convening agencies: UN Women, IOM, UNEP, UNAIDS, (in USD):
UNDP and UNHABITAT UNESCAP, UNICEF, WHO, UNHCR 16 million
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1. Contribute to the localisation of the SDGs

The Government of India, through its coordinating agency NITI Aayog, has taken important
actions to promote the localisation of the SDGs. UN agencies have been collectively supporting
NITI Aayog and state governments to mainstream the SDGs in the planning processes and
supporting the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) to address data
gaps. Key results include:

SDG India Index: With the support of the UN, NITI Aayog has revised the SDG India
Index that measures the progress of the SDGs at the sub-national level. Launched in
December 2019, it ranks states on the 16 SDGs (except on SDG 17). Besides, for the first time,
the findings and the data of the SDG India Index were also visualised to ensure better
outreach. SDGIndia Index dashboard can be accessed here.

Early lessons on SDG localisation: The varied experience of the state governments in
localising the SDGs are brought together in a publication titled, “Localizing SDGs: Early

Lessons from India” with the support of the UN. The report was launched at the High-Level
Political Forum 2019 in New York. The above document can be accessed here.

SDG India Dashboard: The UN supported the MoSPI in the launch of the SDG India
Dashboard, which served as the official data repository for the National Indicator
Framework (NIF) for SDG monitoring. It presents status for over 200 indicators,
disaggregated by time and geography. It also supported the preparation of the first baseline
report on SDGs that shows progress and gap as per the NIF. The NIF SDG dashboard can be
accessed here,

Institutionalisation of the SDGs at the state level: The UNCT contributed to the framing
of guidelines for the state governments to enable the preparation of their state-level
monitoring frameworks for the SDGs. It also supported the preparation of the SDG vision
document of the state of Chhattisgarh and the development of the state indicator
framework in Haryana, Uttarakhand, Punjab and Nagaland.

SDG Coordination Centres: SDG Coordination Centres (SDGCCs) were established in the
states of Haryana, Uttarakhand, Punjab and Nagaland, following government cost-sharing
model. SDGCCs serve as think tanks and knowledge centres to build capacities, awareness,
and strengthen partnerships at sub-national levels including with CSOs, private sector, and
elected councils for collective response torealise the SDGs.

In Haryana, output-outcome framework document and SDG budget allocation report were
prepared to orient state departments toward outcome-based planning and reporting
leading to SDGs based 2019-20 budget allocations.

In Maharashtra, where the UNCT supported Action Room to Reduce Poverty was
operational since 2017, the state government announced setting up of an SDG
Implementation and Coordination Centre under the Planning Department. The
Maharashtra Cabinet also passed a decision for establishing an SDG Implementation and
Coordination Centre.

SDG aligned planning at Gram Panchayat level: UNDP supported SDG aligned Gram
Panchayat (village level) planning in Paw Wala Soda, Uttarakhand to scale up to ensure that
no one is left behind. Also, an end to end planning and monitoring tool (SDG Dashboard) was
rolled out in Uttarakhand to capture real-time data from 13 districts.

Innovative financing: The SDG Financing Facility was launched in 2019 in partnership with
the private sector entities and the government to provide a collaborative platform to
promote SDG aligned innovative financial instruments such as SDG bonds, impact bonds
and municipal finance.

Supporting SDG 12: Initiated report on “Supporting India on SDG 12 Monitoring and
Reporting: An analysis of the SDG 12 National Indicator Framework and recommendations
for its monitoring and reporting".

In
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2.Strengthening the Social Protection Architecture for
women and children at the national and state level

The UN supported evidence building and vulnerability assessments for social protection frameworks at the
national and state levels:

 Support to the National Advisory Committee on Social Protection: UNICEF is working with NITI Aayog to
establish a National Advisory Committee on Social Protection with representation across central ministries and
key development partners. The established committee will inter-alia guide a Microsimulation to assess adequacy,
incidence and distribution of benefits for key social protection programmes in India and suggest policy options for
building anintegrated system.

* Cash transfers for maternity benefits: UNICEF led the concurrent monitoring of the national maternal cash
transfer (Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)) in three states: Maharashtra, Bihar and Assam, which
indicated improved implementation over time with mothers getting cash transfers atreqular intervals.

 Cash transfers for girl child well-being: In Jharkhand, the Mukhyamantri Sukanya Yojna, a comprehensive
social protection scheme launched with universal coverage for all girls under 18 years of age with age-appropriate
components. In Bihar, concurrent monitoring of an inter-departmental girl child cash transfer programme
strengthened its implementation. The Kanya Sumangala Yojana (Girl Well-being Scheme) was launched in Uttar
Pradesh with $16.7 million budget and 0.3 million children enrolled in the scheme. Adding cash 'plus' age-
appropriate complementary services for girls explored for cash transfers in Bihar and West Bengal.

 Analysis of social protection programmes: Key social protection programmes in Tamil Nadu analysed to
examine their potential to deliver cash transfers in emergency settings. Urban social protection systems reviewed
in Bhopal, Kolkata and Mumbai. Vulnerability assessments of social protection systems in Jharkhand and Odisha
have been undertaken to understand the policy and programmatic gaps in coverage of vulnerable populations
and for advocacy for increased investments for children.

* Civil Registration: In Bihar, technical assistance provided for monitoring and analysis of the civil registration
data and facilitated in improving the overall birth registration by more than ten percentage points on an average.
Similar support extended in Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh. In Jharkhand, the capacity
building of registrars led to improved reporting. In Rajasthan, the media used to raise awareness on birth
registration and digital portals developed. While linking of Aadhaar with birth registration undertaken in selected
municipalities of Uttar Pradesh hasled to animproved rate of registration.

* Capacity development for child protection: UNICEF supported the development of the capacity of national
and state government institutions, community groups, and caregivers to address gaps and disparities in child
protection. It focussed on building protection against online violence and abuse, providing psychological support

to children going through traumas and strengthening the child protection services. For more information, refer to
the figure:
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Capacity Development for Child Protection

UNICEF aims to protect children from every kind of violence, exploitation and abuse.
It believes that every child deserves to lead a happy and safe life.

Capacity Building of:
+15,000 child protection service providers in 17 states, 350,500 children benefitted

10,000 CHILDLINE functionaries on advocacy and counselling: 2 million calls
received, support services for 172,430 children in distress

15 CHILDLINE resource persons trained and empanelled as Master Trainers
in 10 states under NISHTHA programme

Strengthened skills of primary psychosocial service providers at the
district level

Response to Online violence and abuse

K- 349 law enforcement officers trained as Master trainers in 8 states

o &  Skill building of 30,122 children in 110 schools as peer educators on online
safety education in Uttar Pradesh

Skill building of 48,998 key functionaries to ensure standards of
care for 250,908 girls and boys in child-care institutions in 10 states

Out of these 250,908 girls and boys:

'Individual care plans prepared for 31,500 and 5,784 girls and boys in
Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh respectively

»33,189 children in distress and trauma are getting psychosocial support

"
/kﬁ} Development of framework for calculating optimal costs for implementation of

\a Child protection programme in Uttar Pradesh & Bihar

UNICEF brought together Government, CSOs and other
stakeholders to influence the policy dialogue in strengthening
the workforce for child protection

-Salary structure of CPS functionaries revised in Bihar

‘Development of service manuals in many states

*Six states strengthened models of restorative justice for the children in conflict
with the law, 12,285 children benefitted

Vit , RSN P A (RN DN NS S SN



 Information management on child protection: In 8 states, UNICEF facilitated data
analysis to improve monitoring and oversight of child protection structures at the state and
district level by the Juvenile Justice Committees. The pendency of cases with Child Welfare
Committees and Juvenile Justice Boards reduced by 20% between 2018 and 2019 in 14
states.

 Promoting Psychosocial Services (PSS): To strengthen healing and recovery services for
children, UNICEF partnered with the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro-Sciences
(NIMHANS) for capacity gap assessment in the states of Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar and
Union Territories of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. It advocated for a programme for the
capacity building of 8,000 psychosocial service providers at the state and district level over
three years using e-learning platforms. An inter-sectoral collaboration between hospitals
and 51 CClIs resulted in the improvement of mental health and psychosocial care services for
3,552 childrenin Uttar Pradesh.

 Family-based alternative care: Across 15 states, UNICEF supported innovative models on
family-based alternative care and deinstitutionalisation. The Secretariat for India -
Alternative Care Network - was established and a web-enabled knowledge sharing
platform is being developed to share best practices in alternative care. A study on youth
leaving care was completed in four states, resulting in the identification of gaps in aftercare
and challenges of care leavers. To facilitate the cross-fertilisation, learning events were
organised for 10 states, of which six have initiated work on their road maps on family-based
alternative care for children. UNICEF has played a vital role in promoting care reform,
strengthening prevention services and improving care services with the national and state
governments. Foster care and sponsorship programmes covering 100,780 girls and boys
rolled outin eight statesin 2019.

In Maharashtra, a reduction of children in institutions to less than 20,000 compared to
80,000in 2016, and 10,000 children were supported through kinship care.

In Rajasthan, the government allocated an additional $20 million under the foster care
scheme.

In Odisha, all 30 districts have operationalised preventive services, and 727 children from
vulnerable families were linked with social protection schemes.

3.Support capacity development of Urban Local Bodies
for Sustainable and Inclusive Urbanisation

» Socially smart city initiative: In Bhubaneswar, based on the success of the UNFPA
Pilot Programme in 8 slums, the Socially Smart City Initiative was scaled up to cover 100
slums. A similar initiative was started in partnership with Patna Municipal Corporation.

*» Sustainable cities initiative: In 2019, UNIDO and UN-Habitat started the sustainable
city project including inclusive and sustainable city planning and introduction of low
carbon technologies for waste, wastewater and water management in Bhopal, Guntur,
Jaipur, Mysore and Vijayawada, in collaboration with the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA) and the respective municipal corporations.

4. Support to Census 2021

 Census 2021: UNFPA is developing E-Learning modules for the enumerators and
supervisors to support their capacity building and UNDP is converting the instruction
manuals into digital manuals. UN Women has incorporated gender aspects in the
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Transforming Bhubaneswar and Patna
into Socially Smart Cities

A socially smart city is one which is economically strong and provides better living opportunities to its people.
With this aim, the Government of India rolled out the Socially Smart City Initiative, to boost economic growth and

improve quality of life of urban population by enabling local development and harnessing technology.

The programme has been initiated in Bhubaneswar and Patna in partnership
with UNFPA and has contributed in bringing positive outcomes.

Bhubaneswar
After witnessing the successful pilot of the programme in 8 big slums of Bhubaneswar, Socially Smart City Initiative
project was expanded to 100 slums. The programme has gained recognition for its contribution to SDG-5 (addressing
issues of gender equality and violence). The project received Sandvik India Gender Award for outstanding
contributionin the Government projects category at a national level competition organised on 27" July 2019in Pune.

Furthermore, with the aim to connect the youth from the city, a “Skill Mela” was organised in collaboration with skill
development agencies including implementing partner agencies. 170 youths participated in various skill
development programmes. 284 youths are now enrolled in different trades of skill development programmes, such
aswelding, nursing, beauty and wellness, tailoring, and mobile repairing under the programme.

Patna
With the aim of transforming Patna into a socially smart and sensitive city, the Patna Municipal Corporation started
Socially Smart City Initiative in partnership with UNFPA. The project's main focusis onissues like, transforming lives of
sanitation workers by addressing health hazards and work safety issues, instilling transformational leadership and
access to amenities and services in slum areas to change the lives of women and children belonging to the sanitation
worker community.

The highlights of the project are:
Under the initiative taken, 613 workers have been trained till now. To create awareness on gender based violence
(GBV) and prevent GBVY and child marriages in slum areas 18 adolescent groups were created. Reproductive health

and family planning are the most neglected issues among women workers. For this, 20 health workers reached out to
1,161 women sanitation workers and explained them the importance of reproductive health and family planning.




Centre for public policy and good governance:
A roadmap for Sustainable Growth in Uttarakhand

A sustainable future is not imagined, it is built and Sustainable Development Goals are the building blocks for it.

The SDGs call for renewed efforts to make institutions transparent and accountable and to support participatory
decision-making. For effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda, mobilising and equipping public institutions is of
utmost importance. Government and the other involved organisations and agencies have to work in coordination
and transparency to achieve the goals as planned.

The Sustainable Development Goals Coordination Centres (SDGCCs) are set up to conceptualise and implement
initiatives that help in achieving the SDGs in states. SDGCCs are built on five pillars which include- awareness and
capacity building of stakeholders around SDG vision, integrate planning and implementation, localise SDGs, mobilise
resources and partners to meet unprecedented need and the monitoring and evaluation of the progress. In India,
the SDGCCs are established infive states, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Nagaland, Punjab and Karnataka.

One such SDGCC was established in Uttarakhand to recognise bottlenecks of the state's growth approach and
develop a roadmap for holistic and sustainable development, the Centre for Public Policy and Good Governance
(CPPGG). Uttarakhand has been making progress over the years. The Sustainable Development Goals are an
opportunity for the state to amplify this growth. To achieve the SDGs, the State Government has developed its vision
document and requisite implementation strategies. The state is famous among the tourists for its hilly areas and
beautiful environment.

The Government has recognised tourism, horticulture, medicinal and aromatic plants and small hydropower as
potential growth drivers while IT and MSME have been recognised as enabling sectors. The state has come forward
with policies to promote business-friendly environment, while to effectively implement the SDGs the state requires
developing sectoral policies, bringing new capacities, identifying synergies, building partnerships and engaging in
participatory decision-making.

Built with technical support from UNDP, CPPGG functions as a Think Tank/Services/Solution Provider to accelerate
sustainable growth of Uttarakhand in governance and policy reforms. The centre is equipped with specialists
engaged in providing policy and planning level support to various state departments on areas of livelihoods, climate
change, training and capacity building, Management Information System (MIS), Monitoring and Evaluation (M and E)
and disaster preparedness.

The focus of the centre is on reviewing policies, making recommendations to boost state's economic growth,
promoting sustainable technology-based solutions, strengthening data ecosystem of key departments and
enhancing literacy. Similarly, emphasis is also laid on effective localisation and integration of SDGs at all levels of
governmental planning and the centres eves as a hub for knowledge management.




PRIORITY AREA:
HEALTH, WATER AND SANITATION

Participating agencies:
UNDP, UNWOMEN, IOM, UNFPA, UNICEF, Total expenditure
Convenor: UNODC, WHO, WFP, FAO, UNEP, (in USD):
WHO UNHABITAT, UNAIDS, UNHCR, UNESCO 169.4 million

Outcome 2: "By 2022, there is improved and more equitable
access to, and utilisation of quality, affordable health, water
and sanitation services."
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Key Results on Health, Water and Sanitation

1.Provide Strategic Support for Priority Communicable Diseases
targeted for Elimination/Control

* Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR): The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) launched the National
Action Plan on AMR in 2017 with the support of WHO. Following the launch, Kerala and Madhya Pradesh are
developing their state action plans on AMR. With WHO support, the stakeholders from all sectors have jointly
developed a One Health approach to manage AMR. It supported strengthening and standardisation of AMR
surveillance networks in Maharashtra and Kerala.

* Tuberculosis Control Programme: WHO has supported the MoHFW in TB elimination efforts through its network
of 70 TB consultants based across states and UTs. Rapid progress was made in reporting TB cases in 2019 with
WHO support. Similar support was extended to the National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP) in adoption of
newer evidence based guidelines for management of drug resistant TB. In November 2019, WHO also facilitated a
Joint Monitoring Mission (JMM) of India's Revised National TB Control Programme (RNTCP). It has now expanded its
support to NTEP with 140 consultants. A policy framework for Latent TB infection (LTBI) is being finalised and
models of care will be piloted.

» Kala-azar: WHO teams in four Kala-azar endemic states (Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and West Bengal) have
supported in the capacity building of state and district officials on the key components of Kala-azar elimination
such as active case search, indoor residual spraying, diagnosis and case management. WHO undertook the first of
its kind independent assessment of the Kala-azar Elimination Programme. The assessment noted a substantial
improvementin programme implementation and identified last-mile challenges for elimination.

* Leprosy: WHO supported the National Leprosy Eradication Programme in planning, coordination, monitoring,
supervision and capacity building in Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.

 Lymphatic filariasis: WHO team in eight high burden states (Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Odisha and West Bengal) supported the Directorate of National Vector Borne
Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP) in an effort to eliminate Lymphatic Filariasis as a public health problem. The
successful implementation of Mass Drug Administration in 135 of the 142 endemic districts in eight states was

supported by WHO. Support was also provided in piloting of the new drug regimen IDA (Ivermectin, DEC and
Albendazole)in four districts and further rolling out in 20 more districts.

* Viral Hepatitis: The MoHFW released the National Action Plan to Combat Viral Hepatitis in India with WHO

support. Guidelines on the management of hepatitis B, and the web-based Monitoring and Evaluation portal for
viral hepatitis diagnosis and management were also developed and released with WHO technical support.

* Viral Research Diagnostic Labs: Ten Viral Research Diagnostic Laboratories (VRDLs), laboratory network catered
by DHR/ICMR, have been extensively trained in bio-safety and bio-security practices. As a preventive strategy for

any public health emergency, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and plans are in place to avail the services of
these ten geographically widespread VRDLs. Through FAO support, capacities of 21 ICAR veterinary labs were
strengthened on AMR surveillance and SOPs on antimicrobial susceptibility test finalised.

* Rapid Response: The MoHFW conducted five sub-national Ebola virus disease workshops with WHO support to
train state Rapid Response Team (RRT) members, airport and port health officials, clinicians and administrators.

¢ HIV/AIDS: The UN Joint Team on AIDS (UNJTA) composed of UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA, WHO, World Bank, ILO,
UNODC, and UNESCO, works collectively under the UNAIDS leadership, at national level and in Gujarat, where it
has focussed its assistance (2 million USD during 2018 and 2019) in support of the National HIV Strategic Plan 2017-
2024, in partnership with NACO, SACS, civil society and networks of PLHIV and key populations (KP). Many
innovative interventions undertaken in Gujarat State paved the way for national replications in other States.
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